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#PressforProgress  #IWD2018 

Reviewing two key documents 

The GRID Gender and Rehabilitation Froup has brought attention to the fact that the Ministry of 
Women’s Affairs (MINPROFF) are now using two important documents that those working for social 
inclusion, disability rights, and in rehabilitation communities need to know about. The first is the 
Maputo Protocol, and the second is the Cameroon National Strategy on the Elimination of Gender 
Based Violence.  

The Maputo Protocol 

What is the Maputo Protocol? The Maputo Protocol is officially called the Protocol to the African 
Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights on the Rights of Women in Africa. It is called the Maputo 
Protocol because it was signed in Maputo, Mozambique in 2003, after many years of discussion by 
the Arican Union members. It consists of 25 main articles about women’s rights, including the right 
to dignity and the elimination of discrimination against women, access to justice and equal 
protection before the law; the right to peace, and many other rights. 
http://www.achpr.org/instruments/women-protocol/  
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Cameroon signed the protocol in 2006, and ratified it 2012. There has been controversy about some 
sections of the protocol in Cameroon. http://www.achpr.org/instruments/women-
protocol/ratification/  

Cameroon ratified the Maputo Protocol with the following reservation: “The acceptance of the 
Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights on the Rights of Women in African 
should in no way be construed as endorsement, encouragement or promotion of homosexuality, 
abortion (except therapeutic abortion), genital mutilation, prostitution or any other practice which is 
not consistent with universal or African ethical and moral values, and which could be wrongly 
understood as arising from the rights of women to respect as a person or to free development of her 
personality. Any interpretation of the present Protocol justifying such practices cannot be applied 
against the Government of Cameroon”. 
http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/csw/csw57/generaldiscussion/memberstates/Cameroon.pdf  

What is new about the Maputo Protocol? An update on the Maputo Protocol as of 2016: The status 
of the implementation of the Maputo Protocol in Cameroon was presented by Justice Lucy 
Asuagbor, Commissioner, Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Women in Africa (African Commission 
on Human and Peoples’ Rights), 60TH MEETING - COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN, 18 
March 2016 in New York http://www.peaceau.org/uploads/special-rapporteur-on-rights-of-women-
in-africa-presentation-for-csw-implementation.pdf   

The Cameroon National Strategy for the Elimination of Gender Based 
Violence (GBV) 

What is the National Strategy on GBV? 

The National Strategy for the elimination of GBV is an implementation tool of the social policy of 
Cameroon. It is based on Cameroon’s Growth and Employment Strategic Paper (GESP) and relevant 
commitment of our country concerning the respect and protection of women and girls. 
https://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/scr/2010/cr10257.pdf  

In a bid to eradicate GBV Cameroon has drafted a Strategy document which is summarised in seven 
sections: 

1. Types of GBV 

2. Situation analysis of GBV in Cameroon 

3. Consequences of GBV 

4. Causes of GBV 

5. National response 

6. Analysis of the prevalence survey 

7. Strategy for the elimination of GBV 

What is the relevance of reading these two documents – the Maputo 
Protocol and the National Strategy together?  
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The two documents are reference documents for actions related to GBV in Cameroon. They provide 
statistics and action items that can be used for prevention, elimination and responses to GBV in 
Cameroon.  They give substance to the work that disability inclusive development workers are doing 
to eliminate gender based violence in our communities.  

What impact can these documents have in the North West Region? 

These documents show us our responsibilities, and our rights. It is important that we get to know 
them, and see how they can be implemented in our North West Region. 

The Cameroon National Strategy on the Elimination of Gender Based Violence can be used as a 
supporting document for the 2010 Disability law to raise more awareness for the protection of 
Women and Girls with Disabilities in the region.  

The statistics in the Cameroon National Strategy on the Elimination of Gender Based Violence can be 
used to raise more awareness for the prevention and elimination of GBV in the North West Region. 

The laws, conventions, charters, protocols sited in the documents can be used to raise awareness in 
communities in the North West Region for perpetrators to know the consequences of GBV. 

There are new provisions in the Maputo Protocol: It provides special protection of  Women living 
with Disabilities (WWDs).   

For the Cameroon National Strategy on the Elimination of Gender Based Violence, WWDs are 
considered in the normative measures and are not mentioned  in the operational  measures. There is 
a need to include specific actions related to Women and Girls with disabilities in the next operational 
measures that the Ministry of Women’s Empowerment and the Family shall put in place.  

We have some work to do! Progress is being made and we need to continue to advocate for the 
promotion of the rights  of girls and women with disabilities.  

MINPROFF can be appreciated for their efforts to share these important working documents and to 
support civil society to be aware of what they mean.  Contact them if you would like more 
information. MinPROFF does have basic statistics on GBV, and is willing to work with organizations 
to address these issues. 

 

#PressforProgress 

 

Thank you!! Please let us know if this issue was helpful. 

This edition of the GRID Notebook was prepared by Anyangwa Sylvia Aboyere, Epse Mbu, Ngum 
Veronica, Hilda Bih, and Lynn Cockburn. Thanks for reading! Feel free to share it with others. 
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